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Dear David, 2/2/74 

/ 

While I do not begrudge her the pleasureable and apparently exhausting evening your 
association's Ms. Roth seems to liave enjoyed in Washington, I do regret that she did not 
get here for a number of reasons, mostly what her presence would liave brought back to my 
mind after so many years. The nature of the urchiltttl material I have is much more elaborate 
than you or she liave any way of knowing . liven Jim, because it was not in my mind, 

it covers a number of eras, several careers, and aside from the assassinations material 
is rich in the exclusive* Vi hat I don t know is how much remains of some, the files decimated 
by The Hollywood Ten* I believe tlmt~all the expense accounts of the Dies Un-American Com- 
mittee are still here. (Lot me be lax crass and not professional and ask how much that alone 
is worth?) 1 also can t say what remains of my nasi cartel work because i gave it it British 
intelligence find our own department of Justice, I know the PHI kept the best if not all 
the files on a replay of the Sraediy Butler affair not completely reported in tlie 

current book. (Tliis reminds me that any interest in my materials should begin with exhaustive 
questioning and clistting on t , pe because I o/m fill the gap in there- the financial institu- 
tion beliind the Butler tiling. It was the house now known as Paine, Webber, the same one 
that gave us J. Parnell A homas (nee Feeney, Dies colleague and later jailbird.) 

Even after being reminded of this yesterday, the immediate inspiration for tld 3 letter, 
x can t retrieve all I should. 

Some yegrs ago X became concerned about preserving some of tills material. Before the 
JFK assassination. So, most of my labor and economic stuff found a honk then, a different 
home than it now i3, the United mine Workers. That arcliive included hundreds of irreplace- 
able hearings, like Senate Munitions, Railroad, Wartime T11EG and Prepardness and I can't 
now recall all. A t is all that my wife, who was also part of several sensational investi- 
gations, and I had accumulated except for the set of my own hearings I still have. They 
should be close to priceless to labor* interests and for you, the subeomnittee chairman v/as 
a Wisconsibiiite not his father's son, young Bob Lae'ol ette { the worst employer for whom I 
ever worked, and tlds includes Pierre Dumont and Walter Annenbergl). 

( "My wm" meaning I edited.) 

When events began catching up with what planned for one of two related books, A iger 
to RJ.de, on JFK’s policies, etc., I lot Howard Hoffman, a history major at Penn (four 
point while doing much else), have ray Vietnam file. Early stuff. He raved, I've forgotten 
some of it. % reminded me of what tells me that history is like all else, it is too 
important to leave to historians* I liad a contemporaneous and accurate analysis of the 
Tonkin Gulf business in it. I think he xeroxed and returned that. Yesterday X was also 
reminded that there were other ouch incidents only they did not have these consequences. 

I have notes mid almlyses of them. Including Juba, where we started and aborted several 
wierd deals. I spent much time on one that you will remember, the fisliing boats at Key West. 

I also planned a book Aesop in the State Department. I have a rather good 3 et of 
Latin American clippings of that era /aid stage in our foreign policy. Including how we 
indoctrinated their military, trained it for dictatorsliip roles since served. 

Energy crisis? % pre-World War II investigations files should include what was too 
hot even for the leading crusading paper of that period. Ralph Ingersoll’s (and Fields') 

PM and all its luminaries, lazy ‘-‘tone being the surviving luminary. I had and gave Justice 
what I alone discovered and documented with photostats, the I.G.Farben-Standard °il (llj) 
deals on synthetic rubber and -hold it !- synthetic gas. Tho end rosult is that the US was 
denied both. Control but not suppression on plastics patents, which involves Hugh Scott 
as Mazi defender of that day, when ho was a Congressman. The America Firstors caught up 
with nnnenborg (credit via O'Mcago banks) and me when I was on stainless steel (Krupp- 
Hichrosta as I recall). Old Moe Annenberg was then in jail and Bixon'a pal Walter, Ms son, 
ran the properties for one of vliich I was Washington correspondent. 

All tliat remains of my accurate prediction of Pearl Harbor is the story. I gave all 
the research to the government 8 a.m. 12/8/41. Lowell Mellett and K.C. Blackburn, both 
friends. Their agency was then The Office of Government Reports. 

I still have two file drawers of my files on native fasicts organizations /ind oeople. 
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About eight months ago X had heed for my Vonsiatsky fileo It should have a bit on Haldo- 
man's grandad and hia Better America group, What I still have depends on what I can't 
remember, how much the Hollywood unapyreciatiavcs got and wnat Brow Pearson did not return# 



Much on the early J. Edgar Hoover, too. 

Unusual bits and pieces should 3 till turn up. dim probably told you of the iH.es effort 
to get me. it ended with what I think has never been duplicated 5 I took the grand jury 
away from tile United States Attorney and the Dies agent was convicted. 1 was not indicted. 

I was, of course, the victim. They had a law passod to got mo. Maid U.S. Attorney wound up 
with so much respect for me, a kid, that he gave axe the grand jury minutes he t no ugh I 
might in the future need for my own protection© Dies 1 testimony included© (This is the 
law Weieher cited in the Watergate hearings .|)>iko most laws, it rs unrepealed.) 

Some of this came back yesterday when a local history professor visited me. H e i Q 
running an assassinations seminar at a small, conservative formerly all— woman's college, 
Hood. Right focus: political consequences# One of the gals is coming bids afternoon to 
discuss some work fox’ me. Uhe is to consolidate all ouy indexes, which includes limited 
editions, and about 2,000 pages of FBI reports I haven t even looked at yet. (Tide means 
it will include the documents and more than a half* -million words ofl completed writing 
that is not printed but is copyrighted, which is not all the; writing I have done that is 
not printed. 1 have most of a book, Manchester Hachiavelli, in draft and abandoned, and 
A Citizen's Descent, which takes Lane's monster apart, and other work I'll yet complete, 
like Agent Oswald, where I've done five-sis chapters, arid more#) 

This local prof sees the value of what I have and when he finds the moment he considers 
best for a conservative administration will b ggest that this can have great value for it. 

Borne years ago 1 had agreed to let all this stuff go to tale. I had a benei actor 
who also ran a Cl a conduit foundation v Arthur rrice.) Arthur collected an unoificial uln 
archive, mostly all ids speeches© X provided one nobody else had. I had a friend who was 
there with the only tape recorder© Anyway, the time came when I told Arthur, since died, 
that this was my only real asset and I would not let it go except in return for mailing 
my continuing this work possible. So, I still have it because he din die. 

The Watergate part will have some value. It includes what is still suppressed and some, 
of my own and unduplioated inquiry© Much on CIA. Unused documents, too. Summaries of the 
still secret, etc. Almost a full file cabinet now. V500 pages of a series of books written.) 
Tho oiily analyses of the roles of the prosecution and the FBI of which I know are done© 

My purpose in this pre-dawn letter on a busy day is to promote a little competition# 

I haven* t made any real effort to do any tiling, as you know, by way oi finding a homo for 
my materials. The local possibility tells me no vc X3 the vine, r hero rs my own mater, 

now one of tho larger small colleges (Delaware) , and today 1 ? 11 luivo- a visit from a young 
Baltimore reporter who lias just become interested!!! my work, he would probably speak to 



some of the colleges there. 

Don't underestimate the value of picking my brains and recollections. I was in OSS 
(stole no secret papers, tliough), was in tlie State' Department, did a couplo oi small jobs 
for the FDR and Truman Vi hits Houses, and have a considerable amount of knowledge of early 
military ploys during and after World War IBI# Much of the captured ikisi aim Mussolini tiles 
passed through my hands. X knov/ who raeinory— holed what ^not by any means nil) • X nejped the 
then State intelligence director try to retrieve some of what the military hid. I boosed 
with Congressmen and Senators, gl looted speeches for a number, etc. 

Onea of the more maligned and less appreciate political figures of that day was a 
close personal friend. Vito Marcantonio lived v/itli me# He would make a helluve boo$, a 
ioaggificent thesis, and much of tliis would have to come from my recall© And toy wife's. 

She was one of his secretaries for a while. So good at it that when they finally got 
him the Republican House loader, Wadsworth, asked her to go to work for him. 

Mare was responsible for much that we have today, way ahead of his time. I drove him to 
the White House for his meetings with FDR and, with a little prompting could recall much 
of what he told mi.* when he came back to the car in which I was driving him. Fair Employ- 
ment Practises Uorouissiou was oue of those, thero were in foreign policy. 

I was also friends with several Attorney's general (not close) and assistant Attorneys 
General inx charge of divisions. X suplied some ol the materials for one oi FDR s more 



sensational fireside chats and still recall hnw T .. . .. 

here, via the diplomatic pouch. State and. Justice wo*o different ->i FOR'- C0U JJ t J Sr , rmd 
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AHd 1 xJt ° W Where oo^Plementary and supplementary materials should bo available. 

Host regards 9 



Harold Weisberg 



